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This paper consists of 11  printed pages 
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Question 1. Comprehension (20marks) 

 

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.  

 This is Africa‟s best material. Wood – recalling ancient tree trunks and the massive tree tops in which 

spirits dwell, a living material with a soul-is especially appropriate for receiving „life force‟ 

 Special hard, termite – resistant woods are preferred for sculpture: iroko wood (chlorophora excelsa), 

and also woods of the mahogany and ebony varieties, which are suitable for extremely delicate carving. For 

the large masks lighter woods are chosen, which do not weigh so heavy when worn. The carver works without 

vice. His main tool is the cross – cutting axe, the adze. He first marks out the outline by turning rotating the 

block to preserve the round shape. Finally, he takes hold of the blade of the adze and uses it like a knife, to cut 

the details of the surface. Often he uses a small knife for this purpose. At this stage, he can give expression to 

his own aesthetic feeling by fine nuances. 

 A striking feature of African sculpture is that the artist always goes to the trouble of cutting figures and 

masks from a single piece of wood, instead of making them up from separate parts, which would save him a 

great deal of trouble. Long horns are not simply attached, but allowed for right from the first, when the 

sculpture is conceived, by the carver‟s choice of a sufficiently long trunk, which he then patiently hollows out. 

Many carver‟s leave the marks of the adze strokes showing a kind of craftsmanship we appreciate with great 

pleasure; others however – and especially those who prefer the round style – polish the surface with wet, 

coarse leaves fragments of stone, and then leave the work for a time steeped in mud or in an etching bath of 

leaves; many again burn them with a red hot iron or paint them with termite – resistant wood, then with soot, 

resin and oil. In the Congo, pulverized tukula, a red termite – resistant wood, is rubbed in order to give the 

sculpture a beautiful colour. All these processes produce an inimitable dark shinning patina on the masks and 

figures, the beauty of which is increased by the subsequent use of cultic actions. 

 Many masks, though fewer figures, are painted in colour, most frequently with black and white. White 

the colour of spirits, places one in the protection of the spirits, and the sick and those who moan also paint 

themselves white. Red on the other hand, is used to express joy and happiness. Other colours are rare or recent 

data. Some tribes do not add to the original dark bronze colour of their wooden figures and masks, while 

others adorn them richly, like a beloved living being, with loin cloths, bracelets and chains of metal, glass 

beads, seeds and kernels. Animal teeth, cowry shells, leather or horns are meant to increase the magical effect 

of the figure or masks. 

 When other materials besides wood are used, such as copper nails and cowry shells for the eyes, or 

fibre for the hair and the beard, this is by no means a cheap effect, because the African is not endeavoring to 

imitate nature, but is indicating significant focal points or emphasizing how precious the object is. 

 Because African sculpture in wood is subject to rapid decay through the climate and termites, it is 

rarely more than two hundred  years old, unless the works have been so carefully preserved that they have 

been able to last for several centuries. None of the wooden figures mentioned in the ancient chronicles have 

lasted down to our own time.  

Questions  

 (a) What are the implied reasons for wood being the African favourite material.  (1mk) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (b) Which types of wood do carvers prefer? Why?       (2mks) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAKUENI DISTRICT JOINT FORM 4 EXAM 2013 ENGLISH P.2    2.  

 (c) What is striking about African sculpture       (1mk) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (d) In about 45 words, write a summary on the methods employed in the finishing of  

      carvings            (4mks) 

 Rough draft  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Fair copy  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (e) What are cultic actions?         (1mk) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (f) What is the significance of colour in carvings?      (3mks) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 (g) His main tool is the cross-cutting axe; the adze.  

     (Rewrite this sentence to end with the word tool)      (1mk) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (h) Explain the meaning of the following sentence. 

 Long horns are not simply attached, but allowed for right from the first, when the sculpture is 

 conceived.           (2mks) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (i) Explain  the meaning of the following words as used in the passage   (4mks) 

 Aesthetic 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Adorn  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Endeavoring 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Chronicles  
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 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (j) Add a question tag to the following sentence. White, the colour of spirits places one in the  

      protection of the spirits.         (1mk) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2.  Read the following excerpt and answer the questions that follow. 

HOVSTAD:   You said yesterday that the contamination of the water was due to impurities in the 

   soil.  

DR. STOCKMAN:  Yes, there is no doubt it is due to that poisonous morass up at Molledal. 

HOVSTAD:   You will forgive me, Doctor, I fancy it is due to quite another morass altogether. 

DR. STOCKMAN:  What morass? 

HOVSTAD:   The morass that the whole society is built on and is rotting in. 

DR. STOCKMAN:  What the devil are you driving at, Hovstad?  

HOVSTAD:   The whole of the town‟s interests have, little by little, got into the hands of a pack of 

   officials. 

DR. STOCKMAN: Oh, come! – they are not all officials. 

HOVSTAD:   No, but those that are not all officials are at any rate the officials‟ friends and  

   hangers-on; it is the wealthy folk, the old families in the town, that are in control. 

DR. STOCKMAN:  Yes, but after all they are men of ability and insight. 

HOVSTAD:   Did they show any ability or insight when they laid the conduit-pipes where they are 

   now? 

DR. STOCKAMANN: No, of course that was a great piece of stupidity on their part. But that is going to be 

   set right now. 

HOVSTAD:   Do you think that will be easy? 

DR. STOCKMANN:  Easy or not, it has got to be done, anyway. 

HOVSTAD:   Yes, provided the press takes up the question. 

DR. STOCKMANN:  I don‟t think that will be necessary, my dear fellow, I am certain my brother… 

HOVSTAD:   Excuse me, Doctor; I feel bound to tell you I am inclined to take up the matter. 

DR. STOCKMANN:  In the paper? 

HOVSTAD:   Yes. When I took over the People‟s Messenger my idea was to break up this ring of 

   obstinate old fossils who had got hold of all the uence. 

DR. STOCKMANN:  But you know you told me yourself what the outcome had been; you nearly ruined the 

   paper in the process. 
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HOVSTAD:   Yes, at the time we were obliged to climb down a peg or two, it is quite true –  

   because there was a danger of the whole project of the Baths coming to nothing if  

   they failed us. But now the scheme has been carried through, and we can do without 

   these expensive gentlemen. 

DR. STOCKMANN:  Do without them, yes; but, we owe them a great debt of gratitude. 

HOVSTAD:   I‟m not forgetting that. But, a journalist of my democratic tendencies cannot let such 

   an opportunity as this slip. The myth of official infallibility must be pricked. This  

   superstition must be destroyed, like any other. 

DR. STOCKMANN:  I whole-heartedly agree with you on that, Mr. Hovstad; if it is superstition, away with 

   it! 

HOVSTAD:   I should be very reluctant to accuse the mayor, because he is your brother. But I am 

   sure you will agree with me that the truth should come first… 

DR. STOCKMANN:  That goes without saying. (with sudden emphasis.) Yes, but-but… 

HOVSTAD:   Do not misunderstand me. I am neither more self-interested nor more ambitious than 

   the next man. 

DR. STOCKMANN:  My dear fellow- who suggests anything of the kind? 

HOVSTAD:   I am of humble origin, as you know; and that has given me opportunities of knowing 

   that the most crying need of the working class is that they should be allowed some 

   part in the direction of public affairs, Doctor. That is what will develop their abilities, 

   intelligence and self respect… 

DR. STOCKMANN:  I quite appreciate that. 
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HOVSTAD:   Yes-and in my opinion, a journalist incurs a heavy responsibility if he neglects a  

   favourable opportunity of emancipating the masses- the humble and oppressed. I  

   know well enough that in exalted circles I shall be called an agitator, and all that sort 

   of thing; but they may call me what they like. If only my conscience doesn‟t reproach 

   me, then… 

DR. STOCKMAN:  Quite right! Quite right, Mr. Hovstad. But all the same – devil take it! (A knock is 

   heard at the door). Come in! 

 

Questions  

 (a) Place the excerpt in its immediate context      (4mks) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (b) What morass is Hovstad referring to?       (1mk) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (c) From the extract, what are Hovstad‟s accusations of the officials?   (4mks)  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (d) From your knowledge of the play, what is the main cause of contamination of the water (2 mks) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (e) Identify and explain any stylistic device used in the extract     (3mks) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 (f) (i) How does Hovstad‟s last speech contradict his behaviour later in the text?  (3mks) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (ii) What leads to his change of mind according to the rest of the play.   (2mks) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (g) Write the following sentence in reported speech. 

 The morass that the whole society is built on and is rotting in.     (1mk) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (k) What does Hovstad mean by calling the leaders “a pack of officials”   (1mk)  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (l) Explain the meaning of the following words and phrases as used in the excerpt.  (4mks) 

 (i) Climb down a peg or two  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (ii) Reluctant  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (iii) That goes without saying  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (iv) Reproach 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3.  POETRY   

 Read the poem and answer the questions that follow.  

  

  Sitting down  

 An old man is like a rock, rough –hewn, 

 Which a god shaped, 

 Shaped here and scooped there, 

 With sharp eagerness. 

 

  Standing  

 And supporting himself with a crook, 

 The weakness creeps out at the knee, 

 And the old man now is like a dragonfly. 
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 At the painful moment of birth, 

 We are born and grow, 

 Quietly, imperceptibly, the process unfolds, 

 Of a baby growing to a boy a boy to a man. 

 And then suddenly we realize, 

 That what we were we no longer are.  

 

 Then the drama starts,  

 It‟s a fight fitful and feverous –  

 Of shifting ourselves, into this quise and that, 

 Touching, tasting, testing, 

 Staining the purity of youth. 

 

  But relief comes with experience, 

  Experience the pegs of pain,  

  Piercing to the formless mass, 

  Of the turmoil inside man,  

  Now the soul is born, but gone too is the fire, 

  Which would have inspired it.  

  

  So man falls back, 

  To the patterned repetition of traditions, 

  And so sitting down he looks rock – strong, 

  But standing is the broken pitcher.  

        Jonathan Kariara 

 

Questions  

 (a) Explain what the poem is about.         (3mks) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 (b) A part from alliteration, identify and explain three features of style used in the poem (6mks) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (c) Describe the attitude of the poet towards the subject matter in the poem.  (4mks) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (d) Explain the contradictions brought out in the poem.     (4mks)  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (e) Explain the meaning of the following lines 

 (i) Staining the purity of life         (1mk) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 (ii) Now the soul is born, but gone too is the fire      (2mks) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  Grammar 

 (a) For each of the following words construct sentences to bring out the difference in  

      meaning.             (2mks) 

 (i) Industrious 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (ii) Industrial  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 (b) Rewrite the following as instructed  

 (i) Because he was ill, the doctor advised him to stay at home.     (1mk) 

 Begin: Being ill, ………………………….. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (ii) It was the last time he saw his wife;( Begin: Never…………………..) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (iii) What long hair you have! (Rewrite to end with is)     (1mk) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (iv) I believe she is a good natured girl. (Begin: It ………………………….)   (1mk) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 (c) Replace the underlined with a phrasal verb. 

 (i) Achieng despises her step sister.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (ii) I could not tolerate him because of his misconduct. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (iii) The doctor remarked that the girl resembled her father.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 (d) Insert the appropriate word 

 (i) We are visitors of ____________________________. 

 (ii) One must appreciate ____________________________ culture.  

 (iii) I am not ______________________ to such treatment.  

 

 (e) Use the correct form of the word given after each sentence. 

 (i) He ______________________ the poem, that is why he failed. (understand) 

 (ii) The filled up book needs __________________________. (replace) 

 (iii) Owino did not know that a tree had ________________________ his house. (strike) 
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