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1. Which one of the following determines the rate at which water drains through the 
soil? 
A. Size of soil particles 
B. Air content of the soil 
C. Mass of the soil 
D. Humus content of the soil 

 
2. The below set ups were set to determine capillarity of soil samples E, F, G and H.  

 

      
The correct conclusion can not be drawn from the results of this    
     experiment because 
    A. Soil types are different 
    B. Tubes were of different sizes 
    C. Tubes were placed in different troughs 
    D. Troughs were of different sizes 
 
3. Which of the following has ALL the necessary conditions for germination of a seed? 

A. Water, warmth and light 
B. Air, warmth and water 
C. Soil, water and air 
D. Warmth, light and soil 

 
4. A group of pupils wanted to compare the rate at which water rises up in soils. They 

set up apparatus as shown below. 
  

 
     
From the results obtained by the pupils, the correct conclusion could  
     not be made because pupils 
    A. Used identical biro tubes 
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    B. Used equal amounts of soil in both biro tubes 
    C. Placed both tubes in the same basin 
    D. Used same type of soil 
 
5. Which of the diagrams below represents the correct set up that is used to compare 

drainage of water in different types of soils? 

 
6. The soil that drains water faster? 

A. Has smooth texture 
B. Has small air spaces 
C. Has poor capillarity 
D. Cracks when dry 

 
7. The soil that can be used to make long ribbons? 

A. Cracks when dry 
B. Low capillarity 
C. Has large air spaces 
D. Rough texture 

 
8. When a transparent bottle filled with garden soil and water is added and shaken then 

left to settle (stand). The layers are formed according to? 
A. Density of components 
B. Mass of components 
C. Size of components 
D. Amount of water 

 
9. Which of the following NEED NOT to be the same when investigating drainage of 

different types of soil? 
A. Amount of water added to the funnels 
B. Size of the funnels 
C. Size of the bottle collecting the draining water 
D. Amount of soil in the funnel 

 
10. The following are effects of soil erosion. 

i. Small holes on the ground 
ii. Top layer of the soil missing 

iii. Small and shallow channels in the ground 
iv. V-shaped trenches on the ground 
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Which effects are as a result of splash and rill types of erosion? 
A. (i) and (iv) 
B. (i) and (iii) 

C. (ii) and (iii) 
D. (ii) and (iv) 

 
11. The texture of a soil type depends on? 

A. Organic matter in the soil 
B. Amount of water in the soil 
C. Amount of mineral particles in the soil 
D. Size of particles in the soil 

 
12. Class six pupils added equal amounts of water to three equal amounts of soil samples 

J, K and L in the funnels as shown in the diagrams below.  

 
 
After 10 minutes, the pupils measured the amount of water that had drained through 
each soil sample.  

Soil sample J K L 

Amount of water 
collected (cm3) 

28 19 33 

 
Which one of the following statements is a CORRECT conclusion from the results 
obtained? 
A. K has larger particles than L 
B. J has larger particles than L 
C. K has larger particles than J and L 
D. L has larger particles than J and K 

 
13. Which one of the following statements is NOT true about manures? They  

A. Improve the ability of soil to hold water  
B. Bind soil particles together  
C. Release nutrients fast to the soil 
D. Improve air circulation in the soil 

 
14. Which of the following ways of improving soil fertility will take the longest time for 

plants to get nutrients? When using 
A. Compost manure 
B. Compound fertilizers 
C. Farm yard manure 
D. Green manure 
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15. Which of the following was being investigated by the pupils when they carried out an 

activity of feeling samples of soil using their figures? 
A. Texture 
B. Soil capillarity 
C. Presence of water in the soil 
D. Presence of small animals in the soil 

  
16. Which one of the following practices helps to conserve soil by preventing soil 

erosion? 
A. Crop rotation 
B. Use of manure 
C. Mulching 
D. Planting cover crops 

 
17. Which one of the following NEED NOT to be the same when comparing capillarity 

in different types of soil? 
A. Diameter of the tubes 
B. Amount of each type of soil 
C. Time allowed for the experiment 
D. Amount of water used 

 
18. Which one of the following soil components is LEAST affected when soil in a 

container is heated? 
A. Air 
B. Water  
C. organic matter 
D. Mineral salts 
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ANSWERS 

Order a copy of answers from www.schoolsnetkenya.com/order-e-copy  

NB> We charge Kshs. 100 ONLY to meet website, e-resource compilation and provision 
costs. 

 


